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In response to needs identified through the Dallas County Area Study, 
TRHT Selma is working to launch an innovation center to serve as a hub 
for transformation in Selma, Alabama. The 2020-2021 Study was led by Dr. 
Sekou Franklin of Middle Tennessee State University and designed to mea-
sure resource availability and attitudes related to financial mobility across 
Dallas County. The innovation center will offer residents and tourists alike 
the chance to envision, support, and experience an economically trans-
forming Selma. Located directly adjacent to the Ancient Africa, Slavery, 
and Civil War Museum in downtown Selma, the innovation center will 
house two merchandise showrooms, a community classroom space, and 
co-working facilities. 

The innovation center will exemplify our theory of change by tackling the 
work of changing hearts and minds for the better as we increase access to 
resources related to improving material conditions across our community. 
Transformation Coaches will specialize in walking step-by-step with mem-
bers of the innovation center to define and create a success plan as well 
as help address challenges to success as they occur. Partnerships with 
entities including Hope Credit Union, Lifelines Counseling, and the Neigh-
borhood Assistance Corporation of America will offer local residents the 
opportunity to improve their quality of life for families regardless of income 
or experience. Events like the upcoming “I Have a Dream” Vision Board 
Experience for Entrepreneurs invite those with business ideas or growing 
businesses to become connected to the innovation center. To learn more 
about the innovation center, follow the progress, and support its develop-
ment, log onto TRHTSelma.org.

TRHT is a comprehensive, national and commu-
nity-based process to plan for and bring about 
transformational and sustainable change, and to 
address the historic and contemporary effects of 

racism. TRHT Selma was initiated 
in Selma in May 2017 with the 
Black Belt Community Foundation 
established as a TRHT grantee 
by funding from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation. 

BBCF has joined forces with the Selma Center for 
Nonviolence as their programmatic place partner 
to implement the TRHT 
process for Selma and 
Dallas County.

1
Narrative change:
How to create a more complete and accurate narrative that 
will help people understand how racial hierarchy has been 
embedded in our society.

2
Racial healing & relationship-building: 
How all of us can heal from the wounds of the past and 
build mutually respectful relationships across racial and 
ethnic lines.

3
Separation/segregation:
How to dismantle and transform the laws, policies, struc-
tures, habits and biases that created and sustain separation.

4
Economy:
How to remove the structured inequality and barriers to 
economic opportunities, and develop solutions that will 
create a more equitable society.

5
Law:
How the community recognizes the historical significance 
our system of law has played in perpetuating the hierarchy 
of human value.
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“The Innovation Center will 
exemplify our theory of change 
by tackling the work of chang-
ing hearts and minds for the 
better as we increase access to 
resources related to improving 
material conditions across our 
community.” – Lydia Chatmon, Director of TRHT for BBCF

The Levitt AMP Selma Concert Series events are free to the 
public with shows being held at Selma’s Riverfront Amphitheater 
and Park each Saturday throughout the summer. Musical genres 
represented will include rhythm and blues, country, bluegrass, 
jazz, and zydeco. Hosted in part by TRHT Selma.

Prepared by Excell Education Innovations For more information, visit us online: blackbeltfound.org or contact us via phone: (334) 874-1126 or email: info@blackbeltfound.org|

JOIN US EVERY SATURDAY FROM MAY 27 TO JULY 29!

The Black Belt Bulletin is a biweekly publication that features the work of BBCF throughout the Black Belt region.

*

*The event on July 2nd is a Sunday and will feature fireworks!


