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As we celebrate the Black Belt Community 
Foundation’s 20th anniversary, we reflect on 
two decades of unwavering commitment to 
the people and places that make this region 
extraordinary. This milestone is not just a 
measure of time—it is a testament to the 
collective strength, resilience, and vision of 
our community.

This year, we proudly opened our new 
headquarters at 410 Church Street in Selma. 
Our grand opening block party was a true 
reflection of our mission: bringing people 
together, honoring our heritage, and looking 
toward the future with hope and determina-
tion. This new home serves as a foundation 
for our continued work, ensuring that BBCF 
remains a pillar of support for generations 
to come.

Our commitment to empowering local com-
munities has never been stronger. In 2024 
alone, we granted over $500,000 to 130 arts 
and community organizations across our 
12-county service area. These investments 
fuel creativity, strengthen grassroots initia-

tives, and drive meaningful change. Through 
trust-based philanthropy, we continue to 
break barriers and uplift those doing trans-
formative work in the Black Belt.

A highlight of this year’s celebrations was 
the Black Belt Legacy Dinner, where we 
honored Chris Womack, a Greenville native 
and Chairman, President, and CEO of South-
ern Company. His leadership and success 
exemplify the boundless potential that exists 
within our region—an inspiration to all who 
call the Black Belt home.

As we mark this historic year, we do so with 
gratitude for each of you—our partners, 
supporters, and community members. Your 
dedication fuels our mission and propels 
us forward. Together, we will continue to 
harness our collective strengths to address 
challenges and seize opportunities, ensuring 
a prosperous future for all who call the Black 
Belt home.
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Year-at-a-glance Highlights

Through the Black Belt Community Foundation’s work, thousands 

of citizens in the Alabama Black Belt are able to grow and prosper 

to overcome adversity and societal perceptions. With your support, 

we are able to continue to provide the programming, resources, and 

initiatives that drive the vision for a transformed Black Belt region.   

BBCF CELEBRATES 
20TH ANNIVERSARY
Wednesday, May 1, 2024 marked the 
20th Anniversary of the Black Belt 
Community Foundation.

GIFT OF HOUSING
Tamicka Newberry, who lost her home 
in the Jan. ‘22 Selma tornado, was the 
winner of a brand new home sponsored 
by BBCF and the Selma Housing Authority.

BBCF HEAD START A PROGRAM OF EXCELLENCE
Of over 1,600 Head Start/Early Head Start recipients, BBCF Head Start joins the rank of only 
24 other grant recipients who were accredited with a Program of Excellence distinction, AND 
BBCF Head Start is the only program in the State of Alabama to have this accreditation. 

ARTS & COMMUNITY GRANTS
BBCF distributed over half a million dollars to community and arts organizations throughout 

the 12 Black Belt counties in 2024. A total of $359,693 in community grants was given to 96 
organizations. Thirty-four arts grants were funded for $154,740 (for a total of $514,433).

MUSIC UNITES 
COMMUNITY
For the 2nd consecutive year, the Levitt 
AMP Selma Music Series brought vibrant 
live music to the Amphitheater in Selma, AL. 

NEW BBCF HEADQUARTERS
BBCF commemorated its 20th anniver-
sary with the grand opening of the new 
BBCF & Head Start office, located at 
410 Church Street in Selma, AL.

2024 LEGACY DINNER
On October 3, 2024, the Black Belt Community 
Foundation (BBCF) hosted the 2024 Black Belt 
Legacy Dinner at the Harbert Center in Birming-
ham, AL, honoring Chris Womack, Chairman, 
President, and CEO of Southern Company 

H.O.P.E. PROGRAM 
CELEBRATES SUCCESS
In total, the H.O.P.E. Ambassadors surveyed 
33,837 contacts with whom they shared 
vital and potentially life-saving information. 
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On Saturday, June 1, 2024, the BBCF held its inaugural 
Arts & Community Grants Awards Ceremony at the 
George P. Evans Reception Hall in Selma, AL.  While 
BBCF has issued community and arts grants and held 
ceremonies for decades, this is the first-time awardees 
of both types of grants have gathered to celebrate.  

An audience of nearly two-hundred witnessed BBCF’s 
distribution of over half a million dollars to community 
and arts organizations throughout the 12 Black Belt 
counties served. 

BBCF’s process for awarding grants included in-person 
workshops in each of the 12 counties to assure appli-
cants equitable access to information and grant-writing 
assistance. According to BBCF Community Engagement 
Officer Erica Williams, “Grantmaking decisions must 
align with the mission and vision of BBCF, while acting 
on the values of the community and collaborating with 
partners to seek and select solutions. In the process, 
the grants must expand community engagement while 
meeting and impacting genuine community needs”. Wil-
liams, and BBCF Arts Program Director, Aaron Head, led 
the workshops for those desiring either an arts grant or 
a community grant. BBCF Chief Community Engagement 
officer Chris Spencer stated, “The entire grantmaking 
process was performed with integrity and transparency. 
By utilizing BBCF Local Grant Committees in each coun-
ty, decisions were made by those closest to the issues 
voiced by their community.”

BBCF awards over 
$500K in grants.

ARTS & COMMUNITY GRANTS HIGHLIGHTS

$359.7K

$154.7K

14

The BBCF Arts Program proudly funded 34 
arts projects this year, totaling $154,740.

BBCF  held a total of 14 Grants Workshops,  
12 in-person in each of the counties we serve, 
along with 2 virtual workshops for potential 
grantees to learn the BBCF granting process. 

Facing page: Collage of photos from the 2024 Arts & Community 
Grants Awards Ceremony held in Selma. 

BBCF is proud to fund 96 Community 
organizations in 2024, totaling $359,693.
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The trust-based philanthropy 
approach centers on equity, 
humility, & transparency, by 
redistributing power so those 
closest to the issues determine 
the appropriate solutions.

“

”– FELECIA LUCKY, BBCF CEO & PRESIDENT
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H.O.P.E. PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

BBCF Health Equity Conference - May 6, 2024

25

Individual resident’s responses indicated an 
84% rate of satisfaction with the program.

The program design included the development of 25 
community health workers (H.O.P.E. Ambassadors)Vonne Lyman (left), Wilcox Co. H.O.P.E. Ambassador, and Lucette Fletcher (right), Greene Co.  

H.O.P.E. Ambassador work the registration table for the Health Equity Conference.

Collage of photos from the 2024 BBCF Health Equity Conference including a panel discussion, health screenings, and work sessions focused around health equity in the Black Belt.

In total, the H.O.P.E. Ambassadors surveyed 33,837 
contacts with whom they shared vital and potentially 
life-saving information.

33,837

84%

The H.O.P.E. program’s culminating activity was the BBCF Health Equity Conference, held May 6, 2024 at the Carl C. Morgan 
Convention Center in Selma, AL. At the conference, community members engaged with physicians, counselors, and other 
healthcare professionals. The primary topics included health equity, the importance of community health workers, mental 
health and telemedicine. The engaged audience was treated to speakers, table discussions, a community health workers’ 
skit (performed by the H.O.P.E. Ambassadors) and lunch. President Lucky opened and closed the Health Equity Conference 
expressing “deep gratitude for the dedicated individuals that serve as H.O.P.E. Ambassadors, County Coordinators and the 
project leaders, Wendell Paris, Jr. and Samantha Ledbetter.”
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The Black Belt H.O.P.E. (Health, Outreach, Promotion and Education) Program was created through 
a grant awarded to BBCF in 2022 to provide a response to the COVID-19 epidemic. BBCF partnered 
with the Alabama Department of Public Health, Alabama Workforce Development Councils, and the 
UA School of Medicine (among others) to successfully engage with the community in COVID health 
education. The program design included the development of 25 community health workers (H.O.P.E. 
Ambassadors), forging new community partnerships to sustain health equity projects and activities 
to empower citizens of the Black Belt as healthcare self-advocates through education. 

Although the H.O.P.E. program grant ended on May 31, 
2024, the progress documented through data collection 
points to tremendous success. According to BBCF 
President Felecia Lucky, “health equity is vital to the 
citizens of the Black Belt. BBCF will continue to part-
ner, educate, and engage with the community for many 
years beyond the life of this particular grant.”

In total, the H.O.P.E. Ambassadors surveyed 33,837 
contacts with whom they shared vital and potentially 
life-saving information. Individual resident’s responses 
indicated an 84% rate of satisfaction with the program. 
The H.O.P.E. program also forged 474 community part-
nerships, the key to sustaining and expanding health 
equity in the Black Belt (along with the development of  
the Black Belt Advisory Committee for Health Equity). 

Black Belt H.O.P.E. Program 
Celebrates Success
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The graph above shows the number of residents surveyed 
over the course of the Black Belt H.O.P.E. Program.
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BBCF will continue to address health equity through community 
engagement. We are currently looking at several opportunities 
to partner and promote community health advocates. ”

– CHRIS SPENCER, BBCF CHIEF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER

“
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For the second consecutive year, the Levitt AMP Selma 
Music Series brought vibrant live music to the Amphi-
theater in Selma, AL, thanks to the collaborative efforts 
of Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation (TRHT) 
Selma, the Black Belt Community Foundation (BBCF), 
the City of Selma, and the Selma Chamber of Commerce. 
The series, funded in part by the Mortimer and Mimi 
Levitt Foundation, ran from June 8 to October 26, 2024, 
with free concerts every 2nd and 4th Saturday, fostering 
community connection through the power of music.

According to Lydia Chatmon, TRHT Director and series 
organizer, “Music is the next best connector of people 
besides food.” The Levitt AMP Selma Music Series 
exemplified this vision by showcasing a diverse lineup 
that reflected the community’s rich cultural tapestry. 
Audiences enjoyed performances from national head-
liners and local talent alike, with genres ranging from 
southern soul and jazz to contemporary country.

The series launched with a high-energy performance 
by Element XI featuring Lady K, a former American Idol 
contestant. The excitement continued with Selma’s 
own Asher HaVon, winner of NBC’s The Voice Season 
25, delivering an unforgettable performance. Other 
highlights included Mark Taylor’s contemporary country 
sound, Timeria “Tee-Tee” Baker’s soulful vocals, and DJ 
Barack’s crowd-pleasing sets.

Uniting Community 
Through Music

LEVITT AMP SELMA MUSIC SERIES HIGHLIGHTS

3K

1 OF 43

11

Over 3,000 concert goers attended the finale 
show of the Levitt AMP Selma Music Series 
on October 26, 2024.

Levitt AMP Selma is 1 of only 43 other Levitt 
AMP cities across the United States and the 
only Levitt AMP location in Alabama.

The 2024 Levitt AMP Selma Music 
Series presented a total of 11 free, 
family-friendly concerts to the public 
at Selma’s Riverfront Amphitheater.

The Levitt AMP Selma Music Series is supported in part by the Mortimer & Mimi Levitt Foundation, 
which partners with changemakers and nonprofits across the country to activate underused outdoor 
spaces, creating welcoming and inclusive destinations where the power of free, live music brings 
people together, fosters belonging, and invigorates community life. www.levitt.org
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Throughout the season, the series continued to offer a rich 
tapestry of musical experiences. On July 13, the nationally 
acclaimed bluegrass band Nu-Blu captivated the audience 
with their heartfelt melodies. Later in the month, on July 27, 
award-winning jazz flutist Kim Scott delivered a mesmerizing 
performance that resonated with jazz enthusiasts. August 
featured soulful performances by Birmingham’s own Ashley 
Sankey on the 10th and Ms. Necie and Sounds on the 24th, 
both bringing their unique styles to the Selma stage. The 
series concluded on October 26 with a grand finale that left 
the audience eagerly anticipating the next season.

Beyond the music, the concerts are community celebrations 
with dancing, children’s activities, and a variety of food 
trucks. The series’ success reflects the strong partnership 
between BBCF, the city, the chamber, and TRHT, as well as 
the generous support of local sponsors.

Looking forward, BBCF and TRHT have ambitions for Selma 
to compete for a Levitt AMP Pavilion, which would help sus-
tain and grow the concert series for years to come.

9



Tamicka Newberry, the recipient of a newly constructed home in Selma smiles from her front porch. 

Collage of photos including Tamicka with BBCF administration and Selma Mayor (top-left), the closing ceremony and signing for the house (top-right), Tamicka and family 
along with representatives from Selma Housing and NACA pose on front porch (bottom-left),  and Tamicka holding up the keys to her new house (bottom-right).
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In April 2024, the Selma Housing Authority (SHA) and the Black Belt Community Foundation (BBCF) 
collaborated with the Neighborhood Assistance Corporation of America (NACA) to provide a new 
home to a family affected by the January 2023 tornado. Through a random lottery, Tamicka Newberry, 
a 44-year-old Selma native and mother of three, was selected as the recipient of a newly constructed 
three-bedroom, two-bathroom home on Washington Street in Selma. This initiative aimed to support 
low- to moderate-income families in rebuilding their lives after the disaster.

Newberry, who lost her home in the EF-2 tornado that struck Selma on January 12, 2023, expressed 
profound gratitude upon receiving the news. Overcome with emotion, she praised God and shared 
that her grandmother always told her, “God’s not gonna put too much on you that you can’t bear.” 

The SHA and NACA partnership allows families to utilize their Section 8 vouchers toward mortgage 
payments, facilitating a path to homeownership. Bruce Marks, CEO of NACA, highlighted that this 
approach enables families to build substantial wealth over time. This housing giveaway exemplifies 
the commitment of SHA, BBCF, and NACA to revitalizing communities and providing stable housing 
solutions for families in need.

Partnerships Deliver Housing 
for those in Need
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BBCF

Black Belt 
Community Foundation

Tamicka Newberry’s home (left) was destroyed by the tornado that ripped through Selma in January 2023. She won the new home (right) in a giveaway sponsored by 
the SHA, the BBCF, and NACA.
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In 2024, BBCF Head Start continued to excel, beginning the year with the launch of the “Valentine’s Day Sneak-
er Ball,” an innovative event designed to enhance students’ social skills through a semi-formal gathering that 
involved the entire family. Organized by staff and parents, the event combined fun with learning, reinforcing social 
etiquette in a celebratory atmosphere.

The school year officially began on August 12, bringing excitement across all 
campuses as teachers, support staff, and administration welcomed students 
and their families. Prior to the first day, staff underwent two weeks of com-
prehensive ‘Pre-Service’ training, themed “Igniting the Spark: Refueling Early 
Childhood Education,” to prepare for the rigorous year ahead. 

The newly launched fatherhood initiative, A.M.E.N. (A Man Everyone Needs), 
played a pivotal role in strengthening community ties and male engagement. 
The program’s first literacy event, “Reading with Dads and the NFL,” featured 
Auburn football players and former NFL athletes who inspired and connected 
with families, serving as positive role models for children. This initiative is 
bridging gaps in male involvement while reinforcing the importance of family 
engagement in early childhood education. 

BBCF Head Start Excels

BBCF HEADSTART HIGHLIGHTS

1 OF 24

307

2017

The Program of Excellence (PoE) distinction is 
awarded to only 24 Head Start programs nationwide, 
with BBCF being the sole recipient in Alabama.

BBCF operates five Head Start programs for 
pre-school children across four Black Belt 
counties, serving 307 children annually.

BBCF Head Start opened it’s doors in 2017.“Reading with Dads and the NFL” event at BBCF Head Start Easter Seals location, focusing on 
literacy and the importance of male role models in early education. 
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A key milestone this year was achieving full enrollment with 307 students, meeting 
the federal program requirements. BBCF Head Start also earned the prestigious 
Program of Excellence (PoE) distinction and a 5-year accreditation from the Na-
tional Head Start Association (NHSA). This honor is awarded to only 24 Head Start 
programs nationwide, with BBCF being the sole recipient in Alabama. This recog-
nition highlights the program’s excellence in educational programming, data-driven 
outcomes, parent engagement, and comprehensive family services. The Program of 
Excellence designation not only acknowledges BBCF Head Start’s commitment to 
quality service but also strengthens its relationship with the local community.

BBCF Head Start’s exceptional leadership is further 
exemplified by Dr. Taquila Monroe, Executive Direc-
tor, who serves as President of the Alabama Chapter 
of the National Head Start Association. Additionally, 
BBCF President and CEO, Felecia Lucky, was hon-
ored as the keynote speaker at the 2024 Alabama 
Head Start Association fall conference on October 1, 
showcasing the program’s influence and leadership 
in early childhood education across the state.

A Program of Excellence
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We’re celebrating 20 years across all 12 counties! 
Wilcox, Bullock, Perry, and Hale kicked things off in 
2024, and the celebration continues in 2025. See the 
full schedule and event photos by scanning the QR 
code or visiting: blackbeltfound.org/20th-anniversary.

The Celebration Continues
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On May 1, 2024, the Black Belt Community Foundation (BBCF) commemorated its 20th anniversary with 
the grand opening of its new headquarters at 410 Church Street in Selma, Alabama. The celebration be-
gan with a processional led by the Selma High School Marching Band, guiding attendees from the former 
headquarters at 609 Lauderdale Street to the new location. BBCF CEO & President Felecia Lucky, along 
with board members and staff, led the community in this symbolic two-block journey. 

Upon arrival, a formal ribbon-cutting ceremony featured remarks from Lucky, who expressed gratitude 
for the organization’s journey and its impact on the community. Founding members Dr. Carol P. Zippert, 
Senator Hank Sanders, and former Alabama Lt. Governor George D.H. McMillan, Jr. shared insights into 
the foundation’s inception and evolution. Dr. Zippert emphasized the importance of community assets in 
building the foundation, while Senator Sanders highlighted the early efforts that laid the groundwork for 
BBCF’s mission.

Following the ceremony, a lively block party transformed Church Street into a festive area. Attendees 
enjoyed swag bags, free food and drinks, games, raffle prizes, and entertainment by Selma native DJ 
Barack. Children delighted in bounce houses and 
a piñata filled with treats. Guided tours of the new 
facility began at noon, offering the community a 
firsthand look at BBCF’s new home. 

This event marked the beginning of a year-long 
celebration, with plans for various activities 
across BBCF’s 12-county service area to honor 
two decades of dedicated service to Alabama’s 
Black Belt region. 

BBCF Celebrates 20 years of 
service to the community!
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On October 3, 2024, the Black Belt Community Foundation (BBCF) hosted the 2024 Black Belt Legacy Dinner at the 
Harbert Center in Birmingham, Alabama. This signature event honored Chris Womack, Chairman, President, and 
CEO of Southern Company, a distinguished native of Greenville, Alabama. The evening was a celebration of Wom-
ack’s leadership, service, and deep-rooted connection to Alabama’s Black Belt region.

The Legacy Dinner brought together over 300 business, civic, and community leaders to recognize Womack’s im-
pact on both corporate and community development. The event commenced with a vibrant reception highlighting 
Black Belt culture and arts, followed by a dinner and award presentation. Womack, who has spent over 36 years 
at Southern Company, was honored for his commitment to economic empowerment, education, and philanthropy, 
all of which align with BBCF’s mission.

A special highlight of the evening was a commendation issued by Alabama Governor Kay Ivey, recognizing 
Womack’s outstanding contributions to the state and his lasting legacy in the Black Belt region. The event not only 
honored past achievements but also served as a major fundraising effort for BBCF, helping to support its ongo-
ing work in grant-making and community initiatives. Since its inception, BBCF has invested over $20 million into 
Alabama’s 12-county Black Belt region, funding programs in education, arts, affordable housing, racial equity, and 
disaster relief.

Through his leadership at Southern Company and commitment to community development, Womack’s journey 
from Greenville to the helm of one of the nation’s largest energy providers embodies the transformative mission of 
BBCF. The Legacy Dinner was a fitting tribute to his achievements and an inspiring moment for all in attendance.

Black Belt Legacy Dinner

LEGACY DINNER HIGHLIGHTS

2014
The first Black Belt Legacy Dinner was held in 2014.

Chris Womack, President and CEO of Southern 
Company, was the honoree at the 2024 Black 
Belt Legacy Dinner. He received a commenda-
tion from AL Gov. Kay Ivey (pictured right).

8
There have been a total of 8 outstanding individuals 
honored at Black Belt Legacy Dinner events since its 
inception in 2014.

MAY 1ST

In 2024, Gov. Ivey declared May 1st as Black Belt 
Community Foundation Day for the state of Alabama.
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SBGWC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

1200+

Since 2020, SBGWC has grant funded $10.2 million 
across 13 states to Black women-led organizations, 
empowering change at every level

Over 1200 people attended the June 2024 Black Girls 
Dream Conference in Atlanta, GA.

Collage of photos from the Southern Black Girls Dream Conference 2024.

SBGWC has distributed over 800 #BlackGirlJoy 
Challenge Awards to inspire joy and resilience

800

$10.2M

18



In 2024, the Southern Black Girls and Women’s Consortium (SBGWC) continued its mission of em-
powering Black girls, gender-expansive youth, and women across 12 southern states. A highlight 
of the year was the sold-out Black Girls Dream Conference, held June 6-8 at the Marriott Marquis 
in downtown Atlanta. Over 1,200 attendees immersed themselves in a transformative experience 
featuring workshops, STEM activities, business demonstrations, and leadership training.

Co-founder LaTosha Brown inspired participants to manifest their dreams, 
while Executive Director Malika Berry Rogers emphasized the organization’s 
commitment to centering youth voices. BBCF CEO & President Felecia Lucky 
and board member Darlene Robinson echoed the importance of community, 
exposure, and generational empowerment.

Beyond the conference, SBGWC made significant strides in 2024, launching 
the $25 million “SHE GOT NEXT” campaign to expand opportunities for Black 
girls and women. They also introduced the Dream Investment Program, 
supporting emerging entrepreneurs with financial and business 
resources.

Through these initiatives, SBGWC reinforced its commitment to 
joy, leadership, and economic empowerment, ensuring that Black 
girls and women continue to thrive and lead in their communities.

Southern Black Girls Dream 
Conference
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Tony L. Cherry
Choctaw County

John H. England, Jr.
Tuscaloosa/Perry County 

Patricia M. Farrior
Lowndes County 

Schnavia S. Hatcher
At-Large/Dallas County

Calida J. M. Henderson
Jefferson/Marengo County 

Emeritus:
Royrickers Cook
Walter A. Hill 
Arzula Johnson (deceased)
George D. H. McMillan, Jr. 
James C. Mitchell 
Samory T. Pruitt 
Henry “Hank” Sanders
Sheryl Z. Smedley
Julian H. Smith, Jr.
David K. Wilson 
Carol P. Zippert 

Walter D. Givhan
Pike/Dallas County

Chairperson 

Clifford O. Hunter 
Dallas County 

Jamaal O. Hunter
Perry County  

Martha B. Lockett 
Dallas County 

Eugene Martin
At-Large/Dallas County

Jesse J. Moore
Marengo County  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

20
24 We are deeply grateful to the 2024 Board of Directors for their guidance, insight, 

and commitment. Their leadership helps amplify the mission of BBCF, connect-

ing more people to our work and inspiring broader community involvement. 

Their partnership continues to be a driving force behind our progress.

2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Darlene G. Robinson
Greene County

Vice Chairperson 

Khandi Flowers
Macon County

Secretary 

Veronica W. Drake
Sumter County

Treasurer

Kennard D. Randolph
Dallas County

André P. Saulsberry
Wilcox County

Robert L. Turner
Bullock County

Marvin W. Wiggins
Hale County

Patricia A. Windham
Pickens County
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BBCF & Head Start Administration & Staff
Felecia L. Lucky
BBCF CEO & President

Lakeysha Alford
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Adriauna Alston
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Vonquetta Besteder
Head Start Teacher

Crystal Blevins
Head Start Floating Teacher

Gwendolyn Blevins
Head Start Human Resources/
Administrative Assistant

Samerra Boyd
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Pamella Bridges
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Towanda Brooks
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Glinda Brown
Head Start Sub. Family Advocate

Andrew Bush
Head Start Bus Driver/Custodian

Lablinka Charleston
Head Start Teacher

Lydia Chatmon
TRHT Selma Director

Jelicia Clinton
SBGWC Youth Engagement

Catrina Curry
Head Start Center Director

Joshua Dansby
Head Start Floating Teacher

Serita Fikes
Head Start Teacher

Kelvin Franklin
Head Start Custodian

Shunda Griffin
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Judith Hardy
Head Start Family Services Coord.

Sidney Hardy
Head Start Data Coordinator

Daron Harris
Public Relations Director

Aaron Head
Arts Program Director

Ruby Henton
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Danneshia Hinton
Head Start Substitute Teacher

Carneshia Jackson
Head Start Floating Teacher

Deandra Jackson
Head Start Bus Driver/Custodian

Quenika Johnson
Head Start Cook

Taquanta Johnson
Head Start Family Advocate

Barbara Jones
Head Start Bus Driver/Custodian

Kateria Jones
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Angel Keller
Head Start Teacher

Michelle Kine
Fiscal Officer

Samantha Ledbetter
H.O.P.E. Project Director/
Community Engagement Director

Jamie Lewis
Finance Director

Zenobia Lewis
Head Start Teacher

Serena Low
Chief of Staff

Chancee Lundy
SBGWC Executive Director

Tanita Mair
Head Start Teacher

Alice Mason
Head Start Teacher

Cleo McGrew
Head Start Floating Teacher

Patricia McGuire
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Gail Molette-Beard
Head Start Bus Driver/Custodian

Taquila Monroe
Head Start Director

Stacy Morrissette
Head Start Family Advocate

Eddie Murray
Head Start Maintenance Tech

Johnethia Nelson
Head Start Teacher

Katey Nelson
Communications Director

Stacey Nickson
President’s Emissary

Lisa Norwood
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Sandra Orum
HR Director

Wendell Paris
H.O.P.E. Project Director/
Community Engagement Director

Ja’Tavia Pettway
Head Start Family Advocate

Kimberely Pierre
Head Start Teacher

Virginia Pitts
Head Start Teacher

Henry Price
Head Start Custodian

Ida Price
Head Start Floating Teacher

Kendra Purifoy
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Eddy Rasberry
Head Start Assistant Cook

Lee Rayford
Head Start Maintenance Tech

Emily Richardson
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Malikah Berry Rogers
SBGWC Executive Director (Jan-July ‘24)

Myesha Session
Head Start Teacher

Demetria Shannon
Head Start Substitute Teacher

Grai Sharp
Staff Accountant

Annette Sharpe
Head Start Disabilities & Mentoring

Jennifer Simmons-Peterson
Head Start Family Advocate

Priscilla Smith
Head Start Teacher

Christopher Spencer
Chief Community Engagement Officer

Tanisha Stephens
In-house Photographer

Sandra Stevenson
Head Start Teacher

Robin Stewart
Head Start Health & Nutrition Coord.

Calvin Thomas
Head Start Operations Manager

Channon Thomas
Head Start Floating Teacher

Kathy Thomas
Head Start Education Mgr/Mentor Coach

Gina Thompson
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Gloria Townsend
Head Start Teacher

Keeshanda Tripp
Head Start Center Director

Tamika Turner
Head Start Teacher

Terrence Usher
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Latoya Venter
Head Start Assistant Teacher

Joy Webb
SBGWC Network Engagement

Shaemun Webster
Executive Assistant

Erica Williams
Community Engagement Officer/
Donor & Data Systems Director

Pamela Williams
Head Start Teacher

Toya Williams
Head Start Teacher

Lakita Wilson
Head Start Floating Teacher

Lee Wilson
Head Start Custodian

Betty Witherspoon
Head Start Teacher

Marcella Woods
Head Start Family Advocate

Jacqueline Young
Head Start Assistant Teacher

*Staff listing as of 12/31/24 including all employees on staff for at least 6 months of 2024. 
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The Black Belt Community Foundation honors the life and 
legacy of Reverend Jesse J. Moore, who faithfully served 
as a Board Member and Community Associate for Marengo 
County. Rev. Moore transitioned on October 10, 2024, leav-
ing behind a legacy of service, faith, and compassion.

A native of Thomaston and longtime resident of Demopolis, 
Rev. Moore was a dedicated community leader, veteran, and 
spiritual guide whose work touched countless lives across 
the Black Belt. His love for the Foundation and commitment 
to uplifting others exemplified the values at the heart of our 
mission.

We extend our deepest condolences to his wife, Mrs. Hat-
tie Moore—an active Community Associate in Marengo 
County—and to his sister, Ms. Edward Oates, who currently 
serves as the Marengo County Community Associate Coor-
dinator. Reverend Moore’s memory and impact will continue 
to inspire all of us at BBCF. We are forever grateful for his 
service and steadfast belief in building a better future for 
our communities.

Jesse J. Moore
Born: November 8, 1944

Passed: October 10, 2024

In Memory of Reverend Jesse J. Moore
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BULLOCK – Robert Turner (County Coordinator), Carolyn Jackson, Tracy Larkin, Shelia Pruitt-Young, Betty Sanders, 
Erica Shepard, Juanita Smith, Ron Smith, Saint Thomas, Queen Thornton, Ruth Turner

CHOCTAW – Glenda Wooten (County Coordinator), Sammie Bourrage, Jacquelyn Bush, Teresia Cherry, Tony Cherry, 
Danielle Hampton, Marcus Hampton, Doris Jackson, Merrill Johnson, Kathy Levy, Tracy May, Coretta May, Africa 
McCoy, Sheila McGrew, Larry Pogue, Jr., Bobby Ridgeway, Tammy Ruffin, Linda Turner-Gaines, Martha Wallace, 
Bennie Ward

DALLAS – Lawrence Wofford (County Coordinator), Mae Frances Brown, Sandra Cowan, Keith Jones, Iona Martin, 
Shelly McGee, JoAnn Smith

GREENE – Miriam Leftwich (County Coordinator), Nancy Cole, Darlene Robinson, Mollie Rowe, Johnni 
Strode-Morning, Geraldine Walton, Johnny Williams, Carol Zippert, John Zippert

HALE – Valerie Hill Bell (County Coordinator), Dollie Hudson, Willie Hudson, Marilyn Pickens, Patti Rhodes, Timothy 
Rhodes, Dimetra Rollins, Jonathan Rossell, LaWanda VanHorn-Rossell, Ada Webb, Meredith Wiggins, Zina Wiggins 

LOWNDES – Dale Braxton (County Coordinator), Rutha Davis-Bonner, Clara Gulley, Shirley McCall

MACON – Betty Broadnax (County Coordinator), Shewonda Anderson, Lionel Armistead, Jr., Kimberly Armstrong, 
Jacquelyn Carlisle, Connie Dacus, Niquitha Dawson, Khandi Flowers, Nadine Griffin, Vivian Hall, Linda Hallmark, 
Norma Jackson, Terrence Johnson, Kimberely Maddox, Tracey Moon, Tia-Lennora Pierrot, Jalil Surge, Melanie 
Tolbert, Jackie Walker, Jamila Walker, Sawanda Wilson

MARENGO – Edward Oates (County Coordinator), Ada Anderson-Davis, Audrey Burrell, Gerome Burrell, Ernestine 
Burrell, Delores Cunningham, Tamika Dial, Willie Dillard, Jacqueline Gibson, Odessa Head, Marstiner Jackson, Sha-
ron Jackson, Betty Johnson, Shirley McCaskey, Dorothy McIntosh, Samuel Lee McIntosh Jr., Shirley Merriweather, 
Hattie Moore, Jessie Moore, Ernestine Mullen, Michelle Murdock, Ola M. Nixon, Toney Nixon, Mary Phillips, Alex 
Roberson, Earlene Roberson, Thomas Rodgers, Gwendolyn Rogers, Mary Williams

PERRY – Albert Turner, Jr. (County Coordinator), Gail Black, Monica Bryant, Emefa Butler, Jeffery Ensley, Carlton 
Hogue, Jamaal Hunter, Tamara Kennie, Della Maynor, Edgred Ward

PICKENS – Janice Jones (County Coordinator), Paris Cousette, Belinda Craig, Paulette Newberns, LaSonja Rich-
ardson, Terrence Windham

SUMTER – Veronica Drake (County Coordinator), Dorothy Bell, Lovie Burrell-Parks, Marcus Campbell, Debra Clark, 
Gloria Duff, Tina Jones, Trenisha	Mack, Cordelia Turner, Lillian Wideman

WILCOX – Rosemarie Garner (County Coordinator), Shelly Dale, Shelia Dortch, Roberta Dulaney, Ansidina Finklea, 
Lurline Gant, Daniel Garner, Patricia George, Jacqueline Hives, Ethel Johnson, Kim Kelly, Alma King, Vonne	Lyman, 
Towana	Lymon, Anne Matthews, Creola Moorer, Delores Perry, Mary Ann 	Pettway, Janice Robinson, Sheryl 
Threadgill-Matthews, Shalaleta Washington, Joyce Williams
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Thank you to our Community Associates for their dedication and grassroots leadership. Their local 
insight & commitment help BBCF effectively serve & uplift the 12 counties of Alabama’s Black Belt.
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Isaias Alezones
Aliquippa Allen
Demarcus Allen
Tracy Allen
Adriauna Alston
Kimesha Alvarado
Archye Anderson
Shewonda Anderson
Ada Anderson-Davis
Patricia Anderson-George
Dorothy Bell
Stacey Benison
Vonquetta Besteder
Gail Black
Herbert Blackmon
Gwendolyn Blevins
Patricia Bolling
Sammie Bourrage
Samerra Boyd
Dale Braxton
Pamella Bridges
Maria Brindle
Betty Broadnax
Stacei Brooks
Gwendolyn Brown
Johnny Brown
Mae Frances Brown
Theordora Brown
Tina Brown
Willie Bryant
Michael Burns
Audrey Burrell
Ernestine Burrell
Gerome Burrell
Lovie Burrell-Parks
Andrew Bush
Jacquelyn Bush
Emefa Butler
Brandon Campbell
Marcus Campbell
Jacqueline Carlisle
Thelma Carlisle
William Carson
Latosha Caves

Clintoia Chance
Lablinka Charleston
Teresia Cherry
Tony Cherry
Rodney Christopher
Debra Clark
David Clinkscale
Nancy Cole
Jay C. Coleman
Stan Cooks
Cynthia Cook-Webster
Laura Cornelia-Kyser
Kimberly Cosby
Sandra Cowan
Belinda Craig
Lovie Crawford
Minnie Crawford
Yowanda Crayton
Gary Crum
Delores Cunningham
Catrina Curry
Connie Dacus
Joshua Dansby
Rutha Davis-Bonner
Niquitha Dawson
Theilene Dawson-Williams
Natalia De La Concha
Pamela Delaine
Tamika Dial
Willie Dillard
Shelia Dortch
Veronica Drake
Gloria Duff
Roberta Dulaney
Charles Durrell
Earnest Durrell
Dionne Edison
Bingham D. Edwards
Janie Edwards
Patsy Edwards
John England, Jr.
Jeffery Ensley
Bryan Fair
Patricia Farrior

Ansidina Finklea
Lucette Fletcher
Khandi Flowers
Linda Fluker
Cassandra Ford
Tomeka Ford
Melissa Fountain
Kelvin O. Franklin
Jane Freidel
Justice L. Furr
Daniel Garner
Rosemarie Garner
Lowry Gayle
Jacqueline Gibson
Walter Givhan
Stanley Gray
Nadine Griffin
Shunda Griffin
Vanessa Guyton
Vivian Hall
Tina Hall 
Linda Hallmark
Alicia Halsey
Stephanie Hamm
Marcus Hampton
Monica Hampton
Ouida Hampton-Taylor
Claudia Hardy
Judith Hardy
Sidney Hardy
Daron Harris
Nicole Harris
Regenia Harris
Schnavia Hatcher
Odessa L. Head
Doretha Heard
Twanna J. Hearn
Calida Henderson
Satesa Henderson
Marguerite Hinriches
Jacqueline Hives
Tanika Hogan
Jeanmarie Horwath
Dollie Hudson

Willie Hudson
Steve Hunt
Clifford Hunter
Jamaal Hunter
Carneshia S. Jackson
Doris Jackson
Drucilla Jackson
Thomas E. Jackson
Lee Jackson, Jr.
Mayura Jain
Betty Johnson
Ethel Johnson
Lisa Johnson
Taquanta Johnson
Terrence Johnson
Barbara Jones
Janice Jones
Keith Jones
Napoleon & Susie Jones
Tina Jones
Verlander Jones
Alicia Jordan
Angel Keller
Mollie Kennard-Rowe
Jasmine Kennedy
Theresa Kimbrough
Michelle D. Kine
Alma King
Grace King
Bobbie Knight & Gary Burley
Willie Lake
Lula Larkin
John Latner
Lance Laver
Samantha W. Ledbetter
Markily Lee
Markyld Lee
Marcus Lee, Jr.
Rooselvet Leet
Miriam Leftwich
Dionne Lester
Kathy Levy
Michial Lewis
Zenobia A. Lewis

We extend our sincere thanks to the individuals and organizations whose support 
in 2024 was instrumental in driving progress across the Black Belt. Together, we 
are building a more equitable and vibrant future for our communities.

Thank you to our generous donors.
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Martha Lockett
Don Logan
Serena Low
Felecia L. Lucky
Chancee Lundy
Vonne Lyman
Towana Lymon
Trenisha Mack
Kimberley Maddox
Kalisha Madison
Tanita Mair
Eddie J. Manning
Eugene Martin
Iona Martin
Ruth Maxcy-Brown
Derrick Maye
Shirley McCall
Artis McCampbell
Shirly McCaskey
Africa McCoy
Cleo McGrew
Shelia McGrew
Patricia McGuire
Dorothy McIntosh
Samuel McIntosh, Jr.
Barbara McLaurine
George McMillan, Jr.
Sid McNeal
Frank McPhillips
Mollie Medico
Darrio T. Melton
Caroline Merenda
Terri Milstead
George Mitchell
Kylan Mitchell
Carveil Monghan
Taquila Monroe
Tracey Moon
Angela Moore
Hattie Moore
Jessie J. Moore
Creola Moorer
Stacy Morrissette
Earnestine Mullen
Berdia Nelson
Johnethia T. Nelson
Katey Nelson
Paulette Newberns
Becky Nichols
Stacey Nickson
Kate Nielson
Ola Mae Nixon

Toney Nixon
Edward L. Oates
JoAnn Oliver
Sandra Orum
Jamilia Page
Wendell Paris, Jr.
Delores Perry
Virginia Peterson
Ja’Tavia Pettway
Mary Ann Pettway
Marilyn Pickens
Lennora Pierrot
Virginia Pitts
Ida Price
Kennard Randolph
Kenyatta Randolph
Lee Rayford
Patti Rhodes
Timothy Rhodes
LaSonja Richardson
Bobby Ridgeway
Alex J. Roberson
Earlene Roberson
Darlene Robinson
Dyann Robinson
Janice Robinson
Gwendolyn Rogers
Dimetra Rollins
Jonathan Rossell
Lawanda Rossell
Bettie Rounsaville
Fredrick Rowles
Barbara Royal
Cassandra Rudolph
Tammy Ruffin
Anita Russell
Kelly Ryan
Pamela Ryans/Delaine
Wanda M. Salone
Melisa Samel
Betty Sanders
Johnnie Sanders
André Saulsberry
Judith Schierling
David Seay
Stephen Sharp
Annette Sharpe
Adam Silverstein
Jo Ann Smith
Juanita G. Smith
Priscilla Smith
Ron Smith

Laura Soper
Christopher Spencer
Rosalind Spigel
Paula Stephens
Tanisha Stephens
Sandra Stevenson
Beth Stewart
Robin Stewart
Severe Strode
Johnni Strode-Morning
Willie Tatum
Beverly Thomas
Calvin Thomas
Kathy C. Thomas
Shanita Thomas
Gina R. Thompson
Sheryl Threadgill-Matthews
Gloria Townsend
Christophus Trotter, Sr.
Bradley Tucker
Cordelia Turner
Robert Turner
Tamika Turner
Albert Turner, Jr.
Linda Turner-Gaines
Terrence Usher
Billie Vanderbilt
Jacqueline Vaughan
Scott Vowell
Dianne Walker
Jacqueline Walker
Jamila Walker
Martha Wallace
Annie Walton
Charlie Walton
Geraldine S. Walton
Lucille Walton
Sophia Walton
Bennie Ward
Edgear Ward
Johnnie Washington
Shaleletha Washington
Casey Watson
Ada Webb
Afriye We-Kandodis
Pamela Westery
Alyssa Whitcraft
Charles Wideman
Lillian Wideman
Marvin Wiggins
Zina Wiggins
Johnny Wilborn

Irby Wilkins
Alfreda Williams
Daphne Williams
Edna Williams
Erica Williams
Johnny P. Williams
Kalaful Williams
Keyondra Williams
Mary Williams
Pamela Williams
Toya Williams
David K. Wilson
Mark Wilson
Sawanda Wilson
Patricia Windham
Betty Witherspoon
Stacey H. Woodley
Queen Woods
Glenda Wooten
Rebecca C. Young
Carol P. Zippert
John Zippert

Want to see your name 
on this list next year? 

Make a donation to 
BBCF today: 

blackbeltfound.org/donate

DONATE
BB
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
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ACT Blue
Alabama Forward
Alabama House District 71
Alabama Power Foundation, Inc.
All Starz Collective
Altec
Amalgamate Foundation for Groundwork Foundation
Angel of Faith Outreach Inc
Angels on Earth, Inc.
Auburn University
Balch & Bingham LLP
Black Belt Treasures
Black Belt Unincorporated Wastewater Program
Black Voters Matter Capacity Building Institute
Brasfield & Gorrie
Bullock County Commission
Center Parc Credit Union
Charity Fellowship Outreach
Children’s Dentistry of Central Alabama
Chilly’s Ice Cool Band
Comic Relief
Common Counsel Foundation
Community Development Institute Head Start
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Economic Development Partnership of Alabama
Encompass Health
Greene County Community Associates 
Federation of Southern Cooperatives
Fidelity 
Funder for LGBTQ Issues
Girl Level Up Inc
Glenda’s Embroidery & Design
Greater Huntsville Interdenominational Ministeral Fellowship
Greene County Commission
Greene County Community Associates
Hatch, Inc.
Heavenly Hiney Diaper Bank
Highlander Research and Education Center
Hope Enterprise Corporation 
Independent Baptist Cwhurch
It Takes a Village
Lavaca Community Church
Lily Baptist Church
Lumina Foundation
Machen McChesney LLP
Macon MEANS
Marengo BBCF Distribution
Maryland Philanthropy Network
Maximum Uplift
Mercedes-Benz U.S. Internatinal, Inc. 
Mike & Gillian Goodrich Foundation - Carol W. Butler

Morning Star Baptist Church
Mortimer Corporation Levitt Amp
National Academy of Sciences
Octane
Oneal Industries 
Panola Outreach
Perry County Commissioners
Person Chapel AME Church Health Ministry
Pete Thomas Foundation
Porter’s Auto Body
Protective Life Corporation
Regions Bank
Restoration Life Ministries
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Rockefeller Philantrophy Advisors - Gates Foundation
SAIASI Foundation
Sawyerville Community Enrichment Organization
Selma Area Food Bank
Selma Housing Authority
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Southeastern Synod
Southern Natural Gas Company
Spire Engery
State of Alabama - Dept. of Human Services
Taits Community Church Inc.
The Caring Foundation (BCBS)
The Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham
The Ford Foundation
The Harvest Ministries
The Jennifer & Jonathan Allen Soros Foundation
The Jones Group
The Kemper Foundation
The State of Alabama Sumter County Commission
Tides Advocacy
Tides Foundation
Too Good for Drugs Journalists
Trinity Tabernacle of Faith
TW Orthodontics LLC
United Way of Greater Atlanta
United Way of Selma and Dallas County
United Ways of Massachusetts
University of Alabama at Birmingham
University of Minnesota
Utilities Board of the City of Tuskegee
Values Partnership Corporation
Vaughn Medical Center  /  VRMC Auxilliary
W.K. Kellogg Foudation
Warren Averett Compaies
Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church
Winky Foundation

Thanks to our Organizational Donors!

Please note: We hope to have captured each and every donor's name on the lists above. If you are a supporter of BBCF and do not see your name 
or organization listed, or if your name is misspelled, please contact us at: communications@blackbeltfound.org, so we can update our records 
and make sure every donation and donor receives proper recognition.
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$11,301,556
Revenue

Grants & Grant Mgmt.       $10,200,054
Contributions 	               $673,191
Misc. Income	               $428,311

       

$14,548,661
Expenses

Programs       	               $11,343,296
Dev. Organizations            $2,577
Fundraising 	               $154,378 
Mgmt. & General	               $3,048,410
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25 M
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$25,313,130
Net Assets

Assets		                $26,428,858
Liabilities	               $1,115,728
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 Make a donation to 
BBCF today: 

blackbeltfound.org/donate

DONATE

If you have any questions about the information in this report or would like to learn more about 
our programs and initiatives, please contact us using one of the methods listed below. 

blackbeltfound.org

@BBCF2004

@blackbeltcommunityfoundation

@BlkBeltComFound

info@blackbeltfound.org

334-874-1126
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P.O. Box 2020, Selma, AL 36702

334-874-1126 | info@blackbeltfound.org | blackbeltfound.org

ANNIVERSARY

BBCF

Black Belt 
Community Foundation

Taking What We Have To Make What We Need


